
          A lawsuit filed in U.S. District Court in Manhattan Monday charges Vice President Dick Cheney, former Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, and ex-Air Force General Richard Myers, acting Chairman of the Joint Chiefs on September 11th with “broad complicity” in the attacks of that horrific day.  The suit seeks damages, triple damages and punitive damages for an ex-U.S.Army member who, along with her two-month-old baby, was injured in the terrorist attack on the Pentagon on 9/11. 

          The ex-G.I. plaintiff alleges she has been denied government support since then, because she raised “painful questions” about the inexplicable failure of military defenses at the Pentagon that day, and especially the failure of officials to warn and evacuate the occupants of the building when they knew the attack was imminent..

          The complaint alleges the three leaders and other “unknown, named” U.S. military and civilian officials engaged in a conspiracy to “facilitate and enable” the Attack on America; because they wished to bring about a “frightening catastrophe of terrorism”, “a new Pearl Harbor”, which would create “a powerful reaction of fear and anger in the public and in Washington”.  This would generate an “atmosphere of acceptance” which would allow the longed-for neo-conservative political and military program to go forward: invade Afghanistan, pass the Patriot Act, invade Iraq, tap phones, etc; torture, lie, intimidate, etc.

          The plaintiff AG was a career soldier, holding top secret clearance, who had an agreeable assignment in Germany until she was abruptly transferred to the Pentagon in 2000. On September 11, 2001, she had a new baby boy, Elisha, with her on her first day back from a two-month maternity leave.  She was told by her supervisor to hurry to her desk that morning, for an urgent document-clearing job, and to drop the baby off at child care later.  She got to her office, turned on her computer, and the place blew up.  There were at least two big explosions that she heard and felt.

          The walls collapsed, the ceiling fell in, she was hit in the head and knocked unconscious; she came to, grabbed the baby (who was also hit in the head), and picked her way out to where daylight was showing, where the front of the first floor had been blown off.  The insides of the building were also blown out; but there was no sign of any wrecked airliner, and no burning jet fuel splashed anywhere. 

          There is also no sign of airliner wreckage in any photograph that has been published so far; and there are many photographs that show a clear absence of wreckage, and plain evidence of blast damage.  Many internet sites carry the pictures.  See, e.g,

          http://www.teamlaw.org/images/Penthitista.jpg?sdgsdf ;

          http://911research.wtc7.net/essays/pentagon/docs/metcalf3.jpg
          Meanwhile, there are said to be some 85 videotapes from various surveillance cameras on and around the Pentagon, which the U.S. Department of Justice is withholding from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act.  What do they show, or not show?

          The Pentagon has released two video clips from cameras showing the side of the Pentagon that was hit.  In the first, at about 1:07, just after a car passes in front, a white or silver projectile-shaped object appears at the right edge of the picture, opposite the building; and the next frames show an explosion beginning at the front of the building, followed by a fireball.  The object is indistinct, and definitely not recognizable as an airliner. 

          In the second tape, from a camera a little further away but with the same general view, you see the car pass, and then at 25 seconds, a plume of white smoke shows on the right side, where the shape was in the first tape.  A parking lot entry ticket device in the foreground hides the object emitting the smoke, and the explosion begins in the next frame; but plainly there is no giant airliner hidden behind the parking device, about to strike the building.  Both tapes, obtained by Judicial Watch in 2006 are at:       http://www.military.com/NewsContent/0,13319,97499,00.html
           The official report suggests the plane disintegrated on impact, but also that parts of it plowed all the way through to the back wall of the “C-ring”, some 300 feet from where it hit on the outside; but there are no pictures of airplane wreckage inside the building either.   See http://911research.wtc7.net/essays/pentagon/docs/punchout_rv.jpg ; http://911research.wtc7.net/essays/pentagon/docs/interior_damage1.jpg
          The plaintiff alleges her belief  that no airliner crashed into the Pentagon on 9/11, although it appears that one swooped low over the building just when bombs went off inside, or a missile hit, or both.  These may have been controlled from E-4B, the Air Force “doomsday plane” which was shown live on CNN, circling over Washington at the time of the attack. 

          But whether a plane hit the building or something else did, certainly there was no warning of a plane's approach; which might have saved the plaintiff and her child, many others who were hurt, and the 125 people, members of the military and civilian employees, who died in the attack that morning.  Yet flight controllers broadcast an emergency warning about the plane more than a half-four before the Pentagon was hit.

          The explosion(s) destroyed the interior of the building where plaintiff’s office was.  When she could gather herself from the blast, with help from other survivors, they made their way out through rubble, smoke and dust.  She got to the outside, holding her baby, collapsed on the grass, and woke up later in the hospital. 

          Officials came to the hospital and asked her what she thought happened.  She told them a bomb went off; but they said no, in fact, an airplane crashed into the building.  She asked, and has continued to ask: where were the fighter planes, that have protected America's skies for so long; that normally go up once or twice a week, at a moment’s notice, to check on off-course airliners?  Where were the Pentagon's defenses?  Where was the alarm, to get the people out of harm's way?

          These are painful questions, indeed, and Rumsfeld and Cheney have not given good or even decent answers.  Their multiple stories, especially as embodied in the duplicitous Report of the Official 9/11 Commission, controlled by Bush Administration insider Phillip Zelikow, do not hold water and can be proven false. The Report is full of errors, omissions and distortions, and has been thoroughly discredited, in the writings of David Ray Griffin and numerous others.

          AG went to a special Commission hearing in 2004, open only to survivors, and watched as Donald Rumsfeld gave rambling, evasive answers about the failure of the Pentagon defenses, particularly the fighter planes.  The Commissioners failed to confront his non-responsiveness, and never pinned him down.  Cheney was observed in the White House bunker that morning by Transportation Secretary Norman Mineta, apparently giving orders that the plane headed towards Washington be allowed to continue.  Cheney has never testified or been reasonably questioned about his actions.

          We brought this lawsuit for AG and her son to hold them to account...
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